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CHRISTIAN COMMUNION 


Considered and recommended. 


HE Author of our being has implanted in us a 
ſtrong inclination for ſociety. Man partakes 
of this inclination in common with the brutal crea- 
tion, but his capacities and powers for the enjoy- 
ment of it are much ſuperior. | 
It 1s more neceſſary to his happineſs, than to 
that of any other order of created beings with 
which we are acquainted. He is poſſeſſed of a 


ſoul capable of the higheſt cultivation, He is en- 


dowed with intellectual powers, which evidently 
ſhew that he was deſigned to aſſociate with his 
kind, for the moſt important purpoſes. Without 
ſociety this world, even as it was ſeen by our firſt 
parent in paradiſe, would be but a wilderneſs. 
We depend for moſt of the comforts of life upon 
one another. The high, the low, the rich and the 
poor, all feel the neceſſity of ſocial connections. 
But, though this diſpoſition may be produttive 
of good, we muſt allow, that, through the depra- 


vity of human nature, it has been the cauſe of much 


A evil. 
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cow 
evil. It is an awful truth, that the natural propen- 
ſity of mankind is to wickedneſs, and that, inſtead 
of encouraging one another in what 1s good, they 
generally harden one another in; their crimes, If 
we follow the multitude, it will be * to do evil.” 
The hiſtory of the world, whether in its barbarous 
or more civilized ſtate, is but too great a confirma- 
tion of this lamentable truth. 

There is much communion amongſt men. Mul- 
titudes are crowding together in the downward 
road. They unite in bodies, according to the 
different vices to which they are moſt addicted. 
Here you ſee the man of pleaſure, furrounded by 
the jovial throng ; he ſpares no pains to form an 
aſſemblage of ſuch perſons as ſuit his diſpoſition. 
There you ſee the man who values riches above all 
other objects, eager to unite with thoſe from whom 


he is likely to gain ſome advantage, and quite happy 


when he thinks he has formed a good connettion. 
But if you turn your eyes to the proteſſors of re- 
ligion in general, you will fee few of thoſe ſtrong 
indications of pleaſure and ſatisfaction, in each 
other's company which you obſerve in the for- 
mer, and little of that eager deſire to communi- 
cate their ſentiments. Chriſtians live too much 
like ſtrangers to one another. The children of this 
world are in this, as in many other reſpe&s, wiſer 
— than 


tt 
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———— 
than the children of light. They certainly act 
more conſiſtently. 

Theſe and other circumſtances, that might be 
mentioned, render the ſubject propoſed for our 
preſent conſideration very important, Chriſtian 
Communion is not valued or improved as it ought 
to be. We therefore call for your ſerious atten- 
tion, while we endeavour to point out your obliga- 
tions to this duty—to enumerate ſome of the advan- 
tages of 1t—and to ſuggeſt ſome means of promoting 
it. God grant that a bleſſing may accompany our 
teeble efforts! 

Our obligations to this duty will appear, if we 
conſider, that it is the tendency of religion in 
general, and of Chriſtianity in particular, to pro- 
mote communion.. 

Under the different diſpenſations in which God 
has revealed himſelf, religion has always induced 
its profeſſors to withdraw from the unbelieving 
world, and to- unite with each other. Even when 
fociety was 1n its infancy, and many reaſons might 
have rendered it deſirable for all to aſſociate to- 
gether, it appears that the religious poſterity of 
Seth had little or no connection with the profligate 
deſcendants of Cain. They are ſtyled, in ſcrip- 
ture, the ſons of God, and they, as ſuch, enjoyed 
communion with him and with one another.. 

A 2 Abra- 


2 


-_* 


. SDS: 


* 2 - 2 12 "Y — . rf — MW, EY 1 * * - - = 
La . 3 6 „ 0 1 4 . e „ 2 boy. 
— A . 9 7 2 — 5 e * 8 4 b : . 
— * N 2 . — K 3 . * . = ; 
p 4 * * F * e $a " p wi 4% 


«A Feat? 


ward 24 9 
"TA." Mt- 2 $6.4 *4 


n 


uin 
l ae + 
8 N 


_ 
Wa. H KA ner 0 44a ——— — 
— * - — _ - — - 
— + A —_ — W * of bY = - 
= 12 — 2 "2 «0 EX ©. 4 - - 4 ro 
. 8 ut * PII * * 
-- 4 = a. 2 1 | ” at * v © 


a 
Y 2 21 2 
= . - 
| * 
* —_ 
3 
43 TY. 


mY 
CE 


2 EIS bs - is. 4 
* bs 9 = ” 
* af #4 hab 5 4 r 
5 9 5. 3 * » P 84 
— 2 12 _ — Dc 
1. 6 + 4 w 24x 
. © L "4. fs ' * 
** 1 N * 2 * 


* 
wt 
8 


b 1 CHRISTIAN 
er- 44+ 


Avraham, the father of the faithful, at the divine 
command, left his native place and went to a 
diſtant land, that he might not be contaminated 
by the vices of his forefathers. The Almighty 
fixed upon his deſcendants as his peculiar 
people, among whom the true religion ſhould be 
preſerved till the coming of the Meſhah. They 
were required to aſſemble frequently for religious 
purpoſes ; and the book of Pſalms evidently ſhews, 
that there was not only fervent piety towards God, 
but intimate communion amongſt good men, under 
that diſpenſation. The daily oblations, the ob- 
ſervance of the ſabbath, and the frequent journies 
they took together to Jeruſalem, muſt have tended 
to promote ſocial religion. As a nation, it 1s true, 
they often apoſtatized from God, yet, in the darkeſt 
periods, there were ſome among them who feared 
him, and ſpake often one to another. Sentiments 
of piety united thoſe together who were influenced 
by them. When Naomi, having no expeRation that 
her daughter-in-law would go with her, was about 
to take leave of her, Ruth, with all that fervor which 


true piety alone can inſpire, ſaid: * Entreat me 
not to leave thee, or to return from following after 
thee: for whither thou goeſt, I will go; and where 


thou lodgeſt, I will lodge: thy people ſhall be my 
people, and thy God my God.” David, in his 
de- 
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devout compoſitions, frequently expreſſes the 
ſatisfaction he felt in the ſociety of good men: 
IJ am a companion of all them that fear thee, and 
that keep thy ſtatutes,” 

But though, in reading the Old Teſtament, we 


ſhall find many intimations, that good men in thoſe 


early ages held communion with each other, we 
muſt obſerve that chriſtianity, which was deſigned 
to be more generally diffuſed in the world, has a 
more particular tendency to promote it. 

Whether we conſider the nature of the doctrines 
of chriſtianity—the example of its Founder—the 
ſpirit and diſpoſition it inſpires, or the duties it 
enjoins, it will appear to be admirably calculated 
to anſwer this end. | 

Such is the nature of the goſpel, that, when 
rightly underſtood, it muſt cauſe the mind to ex- 
pand in generous feelings, and in good- will to 
mankind. Here we behold the moſt wonderful 
diſplay of diſintereſted, unmerited love, God fo 
loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son.''—Can you, brethren, conſider this paſſage, 
and not feel the force of the apoſtle's appeal? If 
God ſo loved us, we ought alſo to love one 
another.” Were ſalvation obtained by our own 
righteouſneſs, ſome might, in the perſuaſion of the 
[uperiority of their own attainments, look down 
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— he 
with contempt upon their fellow- creatures, and ſay, 
Stand by, we are holier than you. But boaſting is 
here excluded: we are all guilty before God; and 
if we are ſaved, it muſt be by grace alone. 


Love enters into the ſpirit of chriſtianity, and 


the more you contemplate its nature, the more you 
will feel of that divine principle, both towards God 
and your fellow-chriſtians. The wiſdom which 
cometh from above 1s pure, peaceable, gentle, eaſy 
to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality and without hypocriſy. 

' Review the conduct of our divine Maſter, and 
you will find that he exemplified and enforced 
ſocial religion. Though he was the Son of God, 
and declared himſelf poſitively to beſo, he did not 
diſdain to call us, worms of the duſt, his brethren. 
He did not command his attendants to keep at an 
humble diſtance; we ſee nothing moroſe or re- 
ſerved in his character and deportment. He did 
not, like John the Baptiſt, retire into the wilder- 
neſs. He aſſociated familiarly with mankind.— 
Multitudes flocked to him wherever he came: but, 
beſides his occaſional hearers, there were ſome 
who had relinquiſhed their former purſuits, for the 
purpoſe of intercourſe with him and each other. 
They followed him, as his companions, wherever 
he went. After he had retired from the crowd, 

we 
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3 
we frequently find him converſing with them, and 
explaining his parables to them. He bore with 
their ſimplicity; he anſwered their inquiries with 
the greateſt readineſs, and ſhewed, on all occa- 
hons, the moſt affettionate regard for them.— 
Through the whole courſe of his public life, and 
particularly at the cloſe of it, when he delivered 
his farewell diſcourſes, he exemplified that kind 
diſpoſition which we ought to feel for each other. 


He hath left us an example of chriſtian commu- 


nion. 

The new commandment which he gave to his 
diſciples, and to all his followers, was, ** that 
they ſhould love one another,” 
tainly included the communion of chriſtians. 
What is communion, but the expreſſion of this 
love? Wherever love exiſts, it will evidence itſelf 


and in this 1s cer- 


in this way. That ſame command, therefore, on 


which Chriſt laid ſo much ſtreſs, which teaches. 


us.to love our brother, equally requires us to main- 
tain communion with him. 

We might remind you of many other duties 
which Chriſt inculcated, all which tend to promote 
communion. What are the diſpoſitions of mind 


particularly neceſſary to it? Is it neceſlary to lay 


alide anger, wrath, malice, bitterneſs? Theſe are 


politively prohibited by the Chriſtian Lawgiver., 
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Is it neceſſary to cultivate a forgiving ſpirit-hu- 
mility, meekneſs, diſintereſtedneſs? Theſe diſpo- 
fitions Chriſt required of his followers, and was 
himſelf a moſt bright example of them. So much 
do they enter into the ſpirit of chriſtianity, that to 
put them on is to put on Chriſt. In our prayers 
we are commanded to ſay Our Father, to teach us, 
that we ought to be concerned not only for our- 
ſelves, but for others. It the diſciples on any oc- 
caſion manifeſted an unſociable, ſelfiſh diſpoſition, 
he reproved them for it, and ſhewed them the im- 
propriety of their conduct, as his followers. He 
aſſured them, that, in order to be truly great, they 
muſt ſhew atts of kindneſs and condeſcenſion, and 
not diſdain the meaneſt offices. When Peter put 
the inquiry to him, © How often ſhall my brother 
ſin againſt me, and I forgive him, until ſeven 
times? Chriſt ſays unto him, © Not until ſeven 
times, but until ſeventy times ſeven.” Sometimes 
he warns them not to give offence to the leaſt 
of thoſe who believed on him. Theſe circum- 


ſtances, if properly conſidered, ſhew how effen- + 
tially communion enters into the ſpirit of the 
chriſtian religion. Of ſuch importance are theſe _ 


ſocial tempers, that, without them, we give no ſuf- 


ficient evidence of our being the real followers of. 


the meek, the lowly, the compaſſionate Jeſus. By; 
| this, 
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dee dee 
this, he ſays, © ſhall all men know that ye are wy 
diſciples, if ye love one another.” 

As the nature of chriſtianity gradually diſcloſed 
itſelf, its tendency to promote the diſpoſition we 
are now ſpeaking of appeared more and more. 

The diſtinction between Jews and Gentiles, 
which had been very great, ſubſided; it was de- 
clared, that he that feareth God, of every nation, 
is accepted of him. The veil of ſeparation was 
now rent in twain, In Chriſt Jeſus all have ac- 
ceſs by one Spirit to the Father. Though once 
ſtrangers and foreigners, they are now fellow-citi- 
zens With the ſaints, and of the houſehold of God. 

The relation, in conſequence, ſubſiſting between 
chriſtians, implies the cloſeſt connection, and ſets 
forth our obligations to cultivate chriſtian com- 
munion. However they may have differed in 
other reſpe&s, they now become brethren ; it is 
their duty and privilege to act to each other as 
ſuch. If Chriſt is the vine, they are the branches, 
Joined to him and to each other. If he 1s the cor- 
ner-ſtone, they individually belong to the ſame 
building, and ought to be cemented one to another. 


They are, to uſe a ſtronger figure, members of, the 


ſame body, of which Chriſt is the head. There 
ought, therefore, to be a fellow. feeling, ſince if 
one member ſuffer, all the members ſuffer with it. 


There 
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There is a kind of fellowſhip between all real 
chriſtians, —a fellowſhip: of intereſts, of comforts, 
of privileges, and duties. They are partakers of 
the ſame hope of the goſpel, and of the ſame com- 
mon ſalvation; objects of the ſame love, renewed 


by the ſame ſpirit, heirs of the ſame promiſes, 


adopted into. the ſame family ; they are, in ſhort, 


all one in Chrit.—— What are the ideas, brethren, 


that we ought to affix to theſe terms, which are fo 


frequently made uſe of by the inſpired writers, 
when deſcribing the diſciples of Chriſt? Are not 
theſe ſtrong expreſſions deſigned to ſet forth that 
communion which ſhould not only ſubſiſt between 
them and Chriſt, but between one another ? 

The apoſtles of Chriſt, who had every oppor- 
tunity of ſtudying the ſpirit of chriſtianity, and the 


example of their divine Maſter, were equally ſo- 


licitous to promote the ſame diſpoſition. 

They did not ſatisfy themſelves with preaching 
the word to all that came to hear, but, wherever 
they laboured with. ſucceſs, they eſtabliſhed reli- 
gious ſocieties for the edification of the new con- 
verts. Ovyer theſe they watched with the tendereſt 
care, and particularly explained to them their 
duties to each other. For a proof of this we need 
but refer you to the epiſtles they wrote to the in- 
fant-churches. Never were the duties of chriſtians. 
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e dee 
to each other more beautifully ſet forth than in 
theſe writings of the apoſtles. By the love of God, 
by the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chriſt, by a re- 
gard for the divine honour, and the proſperity of 
the church, exhortations to unity are enforced. 
The apoſtle Paul, who was taught the nature of 
the goſpel by a ſpecial revelation from heaven, 


breathes, throughout his epiſtles, the ſpirit of 


chriſtian communion. Scarcely can we open any 
part of them, but we muſt perceive that tender 
concern for thoſe to whom he writes, which is the 
reſult of this amiable ſpirit. He begins and ends 
his letters with the moſt affeQionate ſalutations. 
Frequently does he expreſs the moſt ardent deſire 
to ſee them, that, ſays he, I may impart unto you 
ſome ſpiritual gift, that ye may be edified. He 
aſſures them, that he was deeply intereſted in their 
welfare, that he was willing to live or to die with 
them, that their afflictions were his own, and that 
his joy was the joy of them all. He was not only 
deſirous to have fellowſhip with thoſe among whom 
he was preſent, but to maintain it with his diſtant 
friends, by writing letters to them, and receiving 
their anſwers. Whatever ſubje@ he has been diſ- 
cuſſing in the former part of theſe epiſtles, he uni- 
formly gives them; towards the cloſe, direttions 
relating to their conduct to each other. He ex- 

horts 
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horts them to walk in love as Chriſt hath loved 


them; to be attentive not only to their own in- 
tereſts, but to thoſe of others; to forbearance with 
the weak and ignorant; not to pleaſe themſelves ; 
to participate in the afflictions and comforts of 
others; to weep with thoſe that weep, and to re- 
Joice with thoſe that rejoice; to avoid contentions 
and diſputes, keeping the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace. But to enumerate all the paſſages 
that might be adduced to this purpoſe, would be to 
tranſcribe a conſiderable part of the epiſtles them- 
ſelves. In this reſpe&t the different writers all 
agree. The epiſtles of Peter, and of ohn, the be- 
loved diſciple, all breathe the ſame ſpirit, and all 
conduce to the ſame end. Had we no other evi- 
dence of the tendency of chriſtianity to promote 
communion, theſe epiſtles are more than ſufficient. 

In the hiſtory of the primitive church, we ſhall 
ſee the beſt comment on the exhortations with 
which the New Teſtament abounds. From the 
ſhort account given us in the Acts of the Apoſtles, 
as well as from the epiſtles, it is evident that 
chriſtians, in thoſe early ages, were moſt intimately 
united together. They not only attended the public 
aſſemblies, but, as the ſacred hiſtorian informs us, 
they continued ſtedfaſt in the apoſtles' doctrine, 


and in fellowſhip, and in breaking of bread, and in 


prayer. 
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prayer. It appears that though many of the con- 
verts had come to Jeruſalem from remote parts, 
and would otherwiſe ſoon have returned, they con- 
tinued there a conſiderable time, not only that 
they might hear the word, but enjoy the fellowſhip 
of believers. The ſweeteſt harmony reigned 
amongſt them. They were united in the purſuit of 
divine truth. * One heart and one ſoul animated 
the whole multitude of them that believed.” O 
happy ſociety! How pleaſant, how delightful the 
communion of ſaints, while they thus walked in 
the fear of the Lord, in the comtort of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and were edified. 

Neither the ridicule of the world, nor the vio- 
lence of perſecution, could induce them to relin- 
quiſh that fellowſhip which was ſo dear to them. 
Whether they were diſmiſſed from the tribunal, or 
miraculouſly releaſed out of priſon, they imme- 
diately went to their own company, whom they 
generally found praying for them. They not only 
met on the firſt day of the week, but, for ſome 
time at leaſt, they united every day in the acts of 
communion. They were daily in the temple, pro- 
bably in ſome retired part of it, where they aſſem- 
bled to offer up prayers and ſupplications to the 
Almighty. The multitude of them that believed 
were together, and engaged in the exerciſes of re- 
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ligion with gladneſs and ſingleneſs of heart, praiſ- 


ing God. 

The fellowſhip of primitive chriſtians extended 
to a participation not only of ſpiritual but of tem- 
poral bleſſings. They ſold their poſſeiſions, and 
laid the money at the apoſtles' feet, that it might be 
at their diſpoſal. Their minds were ſo much taken 
up with religion, and the fellowſhip of chriſtians, 
that they were willing to forego any attention to 
their ſecular affairs and worldly intereſts. They 


went from houſe to houſe, as convenience ſuited, 


and, no doubt, their common repaſts were ſea- 
ſoned with the moſt edifying converſation, The 
frequency of the adminiſtration of the Lord's ſup- 
per tended greatly to diffuſe harmony and friend- 
ſhip among them. - This ordinance was ſometimes 
followed by their feaſts of charity, which ſeem to 
have been principally deſigned to promote a ſo- 
_ ciable diſpoſition among chriſtians. At the con- 
cluſion of the public meetings, they teſtified their 
love to each other, by collections for the poor 
faints in their own ſociety, and in other places. 
Such was the conduct of the profeſſors of our holy 
religion in primitive times. Among the virtues 
which diſtinguiſhed them, there were none for 
which they were more remarkable than their re- 
gard for each other, whether preſent or abſent, 
and the unaffected ſimplicity of their conduct. 
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From what has been ſaid, we may certainly infer, 
that the communion of ſaints is of divine inſtitu- 
tion; that as it is a principle implanted in our na- 


ture, to aſſociate with our fe}low-creatures, chriſti- 


anity is ſo far from repreſling theſe feelings, that 
it refines and exalts them: this appears from the 
nature of its doctrines, the example of its Author, 
the duties it requires, the general exhortations of the 
apoſtles, and the lives of the primitive chriſtians. 

Were it neceſſary to produce further proofs of 


this, we might obſerve, that, in giving up ourſelves 


to the church of Chriſt, we lay ourſelves under 
obligations to maintain chriſtian communion, — 
Many perſons are apt to think, that if they join a 
ſociety of chriſtians, attend the miniſtry of the 
word, and partake of the ordinances, they do all 
that is neceſſary. Theſe they do merely to ſilence 
the upbraidings of their conſciences; they have no 
due ſenſe of the importance of the fellowſhip. of 
ſaints. But was this the ſpirit of primitive 
chriſtians? Does our Saviour call for nothing 
more at our hands, as his profeſſing followers ? 
Are there no ſocial duties incumbent upon us? 
We leave you to anſwer theſe inquiries, after hav- 
ing conlidered what has been before ſuggeſted. It 
is true, one important end of church-tellowſhip is, 
that we may unitedly partake of the ordinances; 

B 2. but 


n 


4 F GS 
- — — 
rg ů —— 


— 
hs x 


* 
. 


. 


| 


Nr 
1 a Z 


my 
e 
— 


t 


Ws Tn gs. it. 


260 
— 


RE bas 
ry - 


5 * 148 2 Mee * 


23 r= 2 


— . yy _ 


% 


. 


an. 4 — 


n e cons nal e e fa... 
Mid a 3 — ” * A — ”. * 2 


— 22 


er ne. r E nne 
8 * N '%y 8 * 2 LASER « "ITE TA. 1 


at 9 22 


— 


nn 


—_ 
Py o—m_ 


— — 
— 4 


wm * S he oe > 2 PRA 
—Y ibi * a=2Z- 
WE — — —— — —-—-—̃ et 
— 
* 


ET ET 
4 Ka 
* Ms, CG 2 


Au * 


—— > C2” 22 — Ob > — = a= 2 2 
* r . 4 * * 3 — 89 4 abs el 427 7 WR * 
E HK Ed. A PREY LI * 3 watt 2 be * Dy, A" 9 „ . 


—— 
- 


2 yo — . — > — 1 * N = => * ERS. — — ves Dog) 
. ES IZEÞ-=5 22 = — 22 8 * — 4] — 5 po: nr WR OS; HS 
— — — — — - — - — — — 

3 


rr 2 _— 


18 CURISTLIAN 


eb 
but we ought to remember that they are but means. 
The principal deſign is, that, as heirs of the ſame 
promiſes, we may promote one another's welfare ; 
we engage, as occaſion may require, to inſtrutt, 
to warn, to comfort each other. Conſcious of our 
own perſonal weakneſs and inability to reſiſt our 


| Ipiritual enemies, we unite together for mutual 


aſſiſtance. Such a ſpirit kas manifeſted itſelf in 
the church of Chriſt, but, alas! how little of it 
appears at preſent. May not the inquiry be juſtly 
put to many profeſſors of chriſtianity, © What do 
ye more than others ?'*—As members of a chriſtian 
ſociety, do we cultivate a fellow-feeling for each 
other? Do we warn, reprove, and exhort with all 
long-ſuffering ? Do we feel a particular intereſt in 
the welfare of thoſe to whom we are united? Do 
we weep with them in their diſtreſſes, as well as 
rejoice with them in their conſolations ? Would to 
God that more of this diſpoſition were evident ! 
We might likewiſe obſerve, that, as members of 
religious ſocieties, it is incumbent on us to exer- 
ciſe thoſe talents which God has given us. As 
every man has received the gift, ſo let him miniſ- 


ter.“ Chriſtian communion calls forth theſe talents 


into exerciſe, and no man, however inconſiderable 


his abilities, ought to plead an excuſe. As in the 


human body the members have different offices, 
ſome 


COMMUNION. ig 


pagan 4 
ſome more honourable, others of an inferior na- 
ture; ſo in the church, which is the body of Chriſt, 
every member 1s required to promote the welfare 
of the reſt, If the members of the body be in- 
attive, and refuſe to exert themſelves, the vital 
frame decays: ſo, likewiſe, if there be no exer- 
tion amongſt the followers of Chriſt, the myſtical. 
body, the church, languiſhes. 

Finally, as an expreſſion of love to Chriſt, you 
are required thus to ſhew your regard for the ſaints, 
by communion with them. Were the bleſſed Re- 
deemer to make his appearance upon earth, as he 
once did, how would you manifeſt your love to 
him ? Certainly, by perſonal attendance, and a 
deſire after intercourſe with him. Now, though 
Chriſt 1s not thus preſent with us in a bodily form, 
he is ſo by his church and people, who are his re- 
preſentatives. Whatever is done to them, he con- 
ſiders as done to himſelf. If therefore we have no 


deſire after fellowſhip with them, as belonging to 


him, how can we prove that we have any real re- 
gard for him, or that we have communion wath 
him? It you love not your brother whom you 
have ſeen, how can you prove to yourſelves or to 
others, that you love God whom you have not ſeen? 
When our bleſſed Lord is giving an account of 
the proceſs of the laſt day, he dwells paiticularly 
B 3 upon 
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u pon the kind diſpoſitions evidenced towards his 
people. Come ye bleſſed of my Father, ſays he, in- 
herit the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world. I was a ſtranger and ye took me 
:n, naked and ye clothed me: I was fick and ye viſited 
me: I was in priſon and ye came unto me. Thele 
were acts of kindneſs, which they were conſcious 
they had not done to him perſonally ; but he de- 
clares that inaſmuch as they had done them to the 
leaſt of his followers they had done them to him. 

Brethren, if theſe conſiderations will not 1m- 
preſs your minds with a ſenſe of the importance 
of chriſtian communion, we know not what wall. 
However you may differ in other reſpetts, the 
name of Chriſtian impoſes upon you the ſtrongeſt 
obligations thus to manifeſt your love to God, and 
to each other. 

But let us conſider the ſubje& in another point 
of view, and endeavour to enumerate 

Some of the Advantages attending Chriſtian Com- 


munition. And here, brethren, we hope to ſhew 


you, that in this, as well as in other parts of the 
divine economy, the duty and privileges of the 
chriſtian are moſt intimately connected. That 
there are difficulties in the way, ariſing from the 
imperfeftion of human nature, will not be denied. 
The painful experience of many of you, in your 

paſt 
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paſt intercourſe with mankind, may perhaps make 
you inſenſible of the benefits which may hence be 
derived. But, if the inquiry ſhould be made, 
whether the advantages of it do not much more 
than counterbalance the difficulties attending it, 
we need not heſitate what anſwer ought to be 
given. The teſtimony of the church, in all paſt 
ages, has been a ſtanding proof of its excellency. 
Many have conſidered communion with the ſaints, 
next to communion with God himſelf, the moſt 
deſirable of all bleſſings. 

Let us conſider it as a means of gaining religious 
knowledge, Public worſhip is certainly of very 
great importance. But of thoſe who attend the 
miniſtry of the word, how few are there who ap- 
pear to be profited by it! They are ever learning, 
but never come to the ſaving knowledge of the 
truth. They do not give themſelves the trouble 
to think about religion, with any application to 
their own conſciences, much leſs do they make it 
the ſubje& of converſation in their ſocial hours. 
What they hear produces no permanent effe& upon 
their minds, but paſſes away as a tale that is told. 


Is not this too true a deſcription of many hearers 


of the word? and need we wonder that they have 


ſo little acquaintance, even in theory, with the 


truths of chriſtianity ? | 
But 
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But to turn our attention to thoſe who are be. 
ginning to be truly religious. Such perſons have 
to ſtruggle with many difficulties, eſpecially if they 
have no ſerious acquaintances to encourage them, 
and to confirm their wavering purpoſes. As they 
are juſt emerging from the gloom of nature's dark- 
neſs, all appears ſtrange and myſterious to them. 


They diſcern a ſuperior excellency in chriſtianity, 


but their ideas, on many religious ſubjects, are - 


confuſed and indiſtinct. Their ſituation reſembles 
that of the Ethiopian eunuch, who had been at Je- 
ruſalem to worſhip, and was, as he travelled in his 
chariot, cloſely engaged in reading the ſcriptures, 
yet, when the queſtion was put to him, Under- 
ſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt ? his anſwer was, 
How can I underſtand except ſome one teach me? 

Though God, in the converſion of a ſinner, not 
only changes the heart, but alſo illuminates the 


mind, the progreſs of knowledge is gradual, and 


no proper means for the acquiſition of it ought to 
be negletted. The divine promiſe is, Then ſhall 
ye know, if ye follow on to know the Lord.” In 
that beautiful deſcription of repenting ſinners, 
which you find, Jer. l. they are repreſented as 
alking the way to Zion, with their faces thither- 
ward. Aſking the way implies difficulty, and a 
conſciouſneſs of ignorance, They aſk the way, 
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therefore, not only of the miniſters of the word, 
but of others who are travelling in the ſame di- 
rection. Thoſe who are farther advanced in the 
chriſtian life ought to ſeek out perſons, who are 
thus upon the inquiry about religion, to endeavour 
to gain their confidence and affettion, to drop a 
word of e eee to them, by inſenſible de- 
grees to lead them on, and to explain to them the 
way of God more perfectly. 

Chriſtian conference is one of the beſt means of 
acquiring religious knowledge; the mind is thus 
brought into proper exerciſe, its powers are 
ſtrengthened, and its conceptions enlarged. Thoſe 
who at firſt gave very imperfe& accounts of re- 
ligion, by hearing the ſentiments of others, and 
endeavouring to explain their own, begin to think 
more cloſely, and more clearly. They are thus 


enabled to give a reaſon of the hope that is in 
them with meekneſs and fear. 


We would farther recommend chriſtian commu- 
nion, as tending to promote the power of religion 
upon the mind. 

The communion of good men brings forth the 
graces of the Spirit into exerciſe. Under its auſ- 
picious influence, faith, hope, humility, and meek - 
neſs grow exceedingly. As it is founded upon 
love, ſo it greatly increaſes it. We inſenſibly feel 
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our hearts more and more united to thoſe with 
whom we hold ſocial intercourſe. The mind is 
thus ſtimulated to greater exertions ; a holy emula- 
tion takes place; zeal for God inflames the ſoul ; 
reſolutions for holineſs are formed; ſpiritual com- 
fort and a bleſſed hope are enjoyed. The weak 
are ſtrengthened, the deſponding cheared, and the 
enlivened chriſtian brings forth fruit with patience. 
The truth of what the wiſe man afferts has often 
been experienced, that, as iron ſharpeneth iron, 
ſo: the countenance of a man his friend.” Such 
is the nature of divine truths, and ſuch: the con- 
vincing power of the word, that we cannot ſpeak 
ot them feriouſly, without feeling our ſouls ani- 
mated by them. Did not our hearts burn within 
us,“ faid the diſciples to each other, in recollect- 
ing the unexpected interview which they had with 
the Saviour, while he talked with us by the way, 
and opened unto us the {criptures?”” A fimilar 
eſſett has often been produced by communion with 
the followers of Chriſt. As in a hghted fire, 
though ſmall at firſt, the flame communicates from 
one combuſtible to another, and the heat of each 
particular part is increaſed by thoſe in contact with 
it; fo, by chriſtian communion, the flame of di- 
vine love ſpreads from one heart to another; thoſe 
Who unite in it catch the fire, whilſt ſecluded 
&  chril- 
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chriſtians, like ſcattered embers, ſcarcely retain 
any degree of warmth. | 

If chriſtian communion be a duty of divine obli- 
gation, we cannot, in the neglett of it, expect that 
our ſouls will proſper; we ſhall be barren and un- 
fruitful in the work of the Lord. Many promiſes 
of God, relative to growth in grace, and improve- 
ment in religion, can only be applicable to perſons 
united in ſociety with each other. Where two 
or three meet in my name, there am I in che midſt 
of them, to bleſs them.” They that be planted 
in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall flouriſh in the courts 
of our God.” If chriſtian communion be properly 
attended to, you will not only find your knowledge 
increaſed, but it will ripen into wiſdom, and 
experience, and ſo be reduced to practice. 
By comparing the effects divine truths produce on 
your own minds, with their operation on thoſe of 
others, you will learn more of their nature and in- 
fluence; you will get acquainted with the human 
heart, and thus, leaving the firſt principles, you 
will go on to perfection. 

The influence of ſociety, with reſpalt to moral 
character, is evident wherever you caſt your eyes. 
The man who keeps company with the notoriouſly 
wicked, either is ſo himſelf already, or will in- 
evitably be contaminated with their vices; on the 
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contrary, you cannot long unite with thoſe who 
are eminent for humility, for piety towards God, 
and benevolence towards man, without admiring 
their excellencies, and deſiring to be like them. 
In thus walking with wiſe men, you will your— 
felves become wiſe, while a companion of fools 
ſhall be deſtroyed. 

No attainments in grace can render this com- 
munion unneceſſary, As the young chriſtian 
ſtands in need of it to acquire knowledge, and to 
gain experience, ſo it is equally neceſſary to the 
advanced chriſtian, for maintaining that ſpirit which 
he has already imbibed, and improving thoſe graces 
which have been formed in his foul. The beſt of 
men feel ſo much oppoſition from within and from 
without, that they want all the aſſiſtance that can 
be obtained, to anſwer this end. Chriſtians are 
therefore frequently deſcribed as helpers of each 
other, and, if they are ſuch, it muſt be in the diſ- 
charge of thoſe duties which imply fellowſhip and 
communion. While we thus endeavour to help 
others, we ſhall find in ourſelves the beneficial 
effects of the attempt, and in watering others we 
ſhall alſo be-watered ourſelves. Acting under the 
influence of ſuch a diſpoſition, we ſhall, to uſe the 
energetic expreſſion of the apoſtle, Conſider one 
another, to provoke unto love and to good works. 

| | We 
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\Ve ſhall not ſuffer one another to ſink into a ſu- 
pine, negligent ſtate of mind. As fellow-travel- 
lers to heaven, the more vigorous will encourage 
the teeble, and will help forward ſuch as are faint- 
ing by the way. In thus aſſociating together, we 
ſhall beguile the tedious hours in this waſte-howling 
wilderneſs, forget the difficulties of the way, and 
reach at Zion's Hill. 

But to extend our views on the ſubject ſtill far- 
ther, we may conſider chriſtian communion as 
affecting the intereſts of religion in general, as a pre- 
ſervative agarnſt infidelity, and as tending to pro- 
duce a revival of religion in the world. 

We live in a period when many are apoſtatizing 
from the faith, and, with the greateſt boldneſs, de- 
nying not only the circumſtantials, but the eſſen- 
tial truths of chriſtianity. The love of many 
waxeth cold. The ſtandard of infidelity is openly 
exalted againſt the croſs of Chriſt. Are theſe 
times when chriſtians ſhould fit down at their eaſe, 
regardleſs of the common cauſe, and the common 
danger? Shall the diſciples of Jeſus ſpend their 
ſtrength in unchriſtian-ike diſputes, when the 
enemy is endeavouring, by open hoſtilities, and 
ſecret machinations, to overthrow the whole ſyſ- 
tem? God forbid that this ſhould be the cale. 

Should we not firive together for the faith ob the 
5 goſpel, 
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goſpel, and maintain cloſe union with each other, 
that we be not like ſheep ſcattered here and there 
without a ſhepherd! Certainly it becomes ns not 
only to ſtudy the evidences of chriſtianity, that we 
may be able to give a reaſon of the hope that is in 
us, but, for our own ſakes, as well as to filence the 
cavils of infidels, to exemplify thoſe tempers which 
chriſtianity inſpires. 

The hiſtory of the church, through ſucceſſive 
ages, awfully proves that religion has received its 
deepeſt wounds from the hands of its profeſſed 
friends. It is enough to make us fit down and 
weep, when we reflect how often the church has 
been torn by internal diſſentions, which have ariſen 
about the moſt trifling matters ; how often, on this 
account, the name of Chriſt has been blaſphemed, 
and the cauſe of religion effentially injured ! The 
moſt violent perſecutions have been leſs prejudicial 
to chriſtianity than the prevalence of ſuch a diſpo- 
ſition. When the infidel fees the profeſſors of re- 
ligion ready to bite and to devour each other, it 
confirms him in his averſion to religion itſelf; he 


infers, that their principles lead them to ſuch a line 
of conduct. Do you wiſh, brethren, that this 


odium may be wiped away? Do you wiſh to put 
to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh men? Do it, not 


only by the force of argument, but, by giving 
them 
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them a living proof of the ſuperior excellence of 
chriſtianity; ſhew them that it conſtrains you to 
love one another, and fo to fulfil the law of Chriſt. 
Our bleſſed Lord, juſt before he took leave of his 
diſciples, prayed, that they all might be one, one in 
aſſection, one in heart, hat the world, ſays he, 


may believe that thou haſt ſent mes that, ſeeing the 


influence of chriſtianity, they may be convinced 
of its truth and excellency. - While we thus, in 


communion with each other, feel its power on the 


mind, we ſhall not be ſuffered to cheriſh uncom- 
fortable doubts reſpecting its reality, having the 
witneſs in ourſelves, and ſeeing its efficacy in 
others. The world at large will be conſtrained to 
confeſs, that God is with us of a truth. 

We beg your particular attention, dear brethren, 
to this part of our ſubjett. You may not have an 
opportunity of examining minutely the evidences 
of chriſtianity ; you may not be capable of com- 
prehending all the arguments that might be adduced 
to prove its truth, but, if you ſuitably improve 
the light. you enjoy, and endeavour to act con- 
formably to the divine precepts, relating to your 
duty to God and your fellow-chriſtians, you will 
have ſuch a perſuaſion of the reality and excellency 
of our holy religion, as muſt fatisty the mind, and 
arm you againſt the efforts of the enemies of your 

C 2 | faith. 
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— 
faith. This is a kind of evidence which does not 
call for the aid of learning or eloquence. It is 
evidence that ſpeaks to the heart; the ſhafts of 
ridicule, or the arts of ſophiſtry, will make 
little impreſſion on him who enjoys it. Who 
ſhall harm you, if ye are thus followers of that 
which is good?“ 

Chriſtianity met with great oppoſition when it 
was firſt propagated in the world. It had no tem- 
poral intereſt to ſupport it. The teachers and pro- 
feſſors of it were moſt of them plain, illiterate men. 
How did they filence the tongue of ſlander ? How 
did they prove to the world its ſuperior excellency ? 
By the happy change it produced in them, and 
particularly by the proofs they gave of mutual 
affection. Their enemies were conſtrained to 
cry out, Behold how theſe chriſtians love one 
another!” 

We lament the low ſtate of religion amongſt us, 
that the cauſe of Chriſt languiſhes in many places. 
We are ready to impute it to a variety of ſecondary 
cauſes. But are not we ourſelves more implicated 
in the charge than we are ready to imagine? Is not 
the decay of chriſtian communion amongſt us one 
principal cauſe of it? When this communion is 
reſtored to its primitive ſimplicity, then, and not 
til] then, may we hope to ſee a revival of religion. 

It 
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It is evident, that many profeſſed chriſtians at- 
tend one place of worſhip in preference to another, 
merely on account of what they hear from the pul- 
pit; they have no attachment to the people them- 
ſelves, and no deſire to enjoy the benefits of 
communion with them. Need we to wonder, that, 
where this is the caſe, ſocieties fluctuate, and often 
decline? It we feel no intereſt in a place, but be- 
cauſe the miniſter pleaſes us, and are ſo little con- 


cerned about its proſperity, that we can leave it 


on ſlight occaſions, the proper bond of union 1: 
wanting, We ought to manifeſt a diſintereſted 
concern for the welfare of Zion, more of the true 
ſpirit of chriſtian communion, and, under the in- 
fluence of it, we ſhall be ſtimulated, when affairs 
are diſcouraging, to be moſt conſtant in our attend- 
ance, moſt watchtul over ourſelves and others, It 
is particularly. deſirable, that thoſe, whoſe expe- 
rience and fervent piety qualify them for it, ſhould 
exert themſelves in this cauſe. It is the beſt, the 
moſt noble cauſe in which we can poſſibly engage. 
We addreſs you ſeriouſly, as you value the in- 
tereſts of religion, and as you wiſh to ſee a revival 
of it in the world, dare not to neglect your duty. 
By ſocial prayer, by affectionate exhortations, en- 
deavour to ſtrengthen the things that remain, 
and are ready to die.“ 
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When the followers of Chriſt are ſcattered here 
and there, ſo that there is little or no connection 
between them, it cannot reaſonably be expected, 
that their number ſhould be increaſed. Zion 
then appears as though no man regarded her; 
ſhe hangs her harp on the willows ; ſhe fits down 
diſconſolate and forlorn ; but when the ſpirit of 
chriſtian communion is diffuſed, what encourage. 
ment 1s given to inquiring ſouls! They are con- 
ſtrained, while they behold your ſtedfaſtneſs and 
zeal, to ſay, © We will go with you, for we ſee 
that God is with you of a truth.” Zion then tra- 
vaileth, and bringeth forth children. Converts 
reſort to the church, as doves to their windows. 
The accounts we have upon record, of remarkable 
xevivals of religion in early and later periods, prove 
the truth of what is here aſferted. 

O God, where is thy zeal and thy ſtrength ? Wilt 
thou not appear for us as in former times? Wilt 
thou not revive us again, that thy people may re- 
joice in thee ? Wilt thou not unite our hearts to 
each other, that we may be united to thee in a per- 
petual covenant, never to be forgotten? Surely 
the vows of God are upon us; let us humble our- 
ſelves before him ; let us ſupplicate him, that he 
would be pleaſed to heal all our backſlidings, and 
increaſe our attachment to his cauſe, and our love 
to one another, Con- 
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Conſider, further, the advantage of chriſtian 
communion in ttmes of temptation. The ways in 
which Satan tempts men are exceedingly diverſi- 
fied, Good men are ſometimes tempted, through 
diſbelief of what God has ſaid, to gloomineſs and 
deſpondency of mind. It is the nature of tempta- 
tions of this kind to prey upon the ſpirits, and to 
debilitate the mental powers; the danger is there- 
fore greater of their gaining the aſcendency. Per- 
ſons under the preſſure of fuch painful ſenſations 
cannot ſummon up their powers. They are ready 
to deſpair of ever more ſeeing good in the land of 
the living, and to ſay, * My ſtrength and my hope 
are periſhed from the Lord.” At theſe ſeaſons the 
chriſtian can ſcarcely apply to himſelf the pathetic 
language of David, when in ſimilar circumſtances; 
„Why art thou caſt down, O my ſoul, and why 
art thou diſquieted within me, hope thou in God.” 
He is not ſo able to judge of his own caſe as others; 
his mind is bewildered, it has loſt its hold of 
heaven. How deſirable, how neceffary to him, 
thus deprived of the comfortable ſenſe of God's 
preſence, is the ſympathetic condolence and ten- 
der attention of a friend, to remind him of his paſt 
experience, of the faithfulneſs of God, the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel, the freeneſs and fulneſs of 
ono, to take up the impreſhve words of the 

Pſalmiſt 
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ene. 

Pſalmiſt we beſore mentioned, and ſay unto him, 
* Why art thou caſt down, O chriſtian, hope in 
God ; whatever Satan may ſuggeſt, thou art ſtill 
an object of the divine favour.—The Lord will 
command his loving-kindneſs in the day time.— 
Wait patiently for him, he will ſurely come, he 
will not tarry. 
The falls and backſlidings of good men are 
awful proofs of the power of temptation, and of 
the neceſſity of chriſtian communion. We ſhall 
generally find that theſe took place, either when 
they had voluntarily withdrawn themſelves from 
the ſociety of God's ſaints, or when they were, 
from particular circumſtances, prevented the en- 
joyment of it. Satan tempted our mother Eve, 
when alone, to taſte the forbidden fruit. Can we 
ſuppoſe that David, that Solomon, that Peter, with 
others that might be named, would have fallen ſo 
dreadfully, if they had ſought the friendly advice 
of thoſe who were not at the time under the power 
of the ſame temptations? But it is the device of 
Satan, to ſow diſſention among the profeſſors of 
religion, that he may the more effectually accom- 
pliſh his purpoſes. Go aſk the backſlider how he 
was induced to commit a fin, the very thought of 
which would once have made him ſhudder with 
horror. Perhaps at firſt it was ſuggeſted to bim, 
that 


— 
that there is no occaſion for ſo much ſtrictneſs; he 
begins to neglett opportunities for meeting with 
his religious connections, though not without 
ſome uneaſineſs; the company of thoſe, to whom 
he before appeared to be united by the ſtrongeſt 
ties, is no longer deſired ; he feels himſelf like a 
ſtranger amongſt them, las little or nothing to ſay, 
and even longs for the time of ſeparation. He 
mixes with the world, where he meets with per- 
ſons, who, by indirect hints and inſinuations, are 
endeavouring to ſap the foundations of virtue, and 
to expoſe religion to ridicule. Inſenſibly the 
temptation takes deeper root, the remonſtrances of 
conſcience are ſtifled, the avenues of redreſs are 
cloſed, At theſe ſeaſons, when temptations thus 
preſent themſelves to the mind, and are gradually 
relaxing its powers, O for the warning, reproving 
voice of a friend, to ſnatch from danger, and ſave 
from ruin! Inſtead of truſting to our own ſtrength,. 
ſhould we not ſay, Let the righteous ſmite me, 
it ſhall be a kindneſs; let him reprove me, it ſhall 
be like excellent oil, which ſhall not break my 
head.“ Whilſt Satan deſires to have us, that he 
may ſift us as wheat, ſhould: we not rejoice that 
Chriſt intercedes for us that our faith fail not, and 
alſo value the friendly admonitions of the ſaints? . 
Sin is of a moſt deceitful, enticing nature, it 
| winds 
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winds its courſe by ſuch devious paths, that the un- 
wary traveller is bewildered in the maze ere he is 
aware; he knoweth not that death is there, and that 
the ſteps thereof lead down to the chambers of 
hell. | 
We have already obſerved to you, that in the 
early ages of the world, the poſterity of Seth lived 
ſeparate for a canfiderable time from the wicked 
deſcendants of Cain. But, as the ſacred hiſtorian 
informs us, when men began to muluply upon the 
face of the earth, the ſons of God ſaw. that the 
daughters of men were fair, and, notwithſtanding 
their profligacy, they took them wives of all which 
they choſe. Though at firſt they might ſhudder at 
the licentiouſneſs of theſe ungodly perſons, it ſoon 


became familiar to them; as they were united with 


them in family connection, they alſo adopted their 
vices. The conſequence of which was, that they 
were all ſwept away with a common deſtruction. 
. Chriſtian communion may alſo be conſidered 
as pleaſant in ujfeif, and affording conſolation in 
affattion. Whatever the improper conduct of 
ſome proſeſſors of religion may ſuggeſt to the con- 
trary, the communion of ſaints is the moſt pleaſant 
of any kind of intercourſe.. We do not, we will 
not allow, that pleaſure is only the attendant of the 
jovial throng, who are dancing in the eddies of 

| lite; 


COMMUNION. 37 


— 
life; we maintain, on the contrary, that their 
tancied delights are all a deluſion; they will not 
bear calm reflection; even in laughter the heart 
is ſorrowful, and the end of that mirth is heavineſs. 
But the ſociety of which we are now ſpeaking, 
affords the moſt ſublime and rational -pleaſures. 
* Behold how good and how pleaſant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity.“ Friendſhip, 
thus cemented by religion, is the balm and the 
ſolace of life. It is the ſource of many delightful 
emotions, with which the ſecluded chriſtian is unac- 
quainted, In thus aſſociating with good men, we find 
wiſdom's ways to be ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
her paths peace. Love and joy beam upon the 
ſoul; God himſelf diffuſes his graces all around; 
he commands his bleſſing, which is life for ever- 
more, and by his favour puts gladneſs in the heart, 
more than the abundance of all created good. Thy 
favour, O God ! is life, thy loving-kindneſs is 
better than lite!” 

If deſtitute of thoſe ſocial 1 which we 
have been endeavouring to recommend, you loſe 
a conſiderable part of the enjoyment public or- 
dinances themſelves were deſigned 'to afford. 
Though you may preſent yourſelves with the great 
congregation, you will feel like ſtrangers amongſt 
them. But the ſocial (chriſtian delights in theſe 
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exerciſes, not'only on account of what he hears, 
but for the ſake of thoſe with whom he unites. 
He there ſees himſelf furrounded by his brethren, 
with whom he has often taken ſweet counſel, who 
have wept with him in his ſorrows, and rejoiced 
with him in his confolation. There he anticipates 
that bliſsful period, when he, and thoſe who are 


endeared to him by the tendereſt ties, ſhall join in 


nobler worſhip in heaven, when they ſhall ſit down 
with Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of God. 

Trials and diſtreſſes are the common lot of man. 
We are all travelling in a vale of ſorrows, and 
have each of us our reſpective burdens to bear; 
but one chriſtian was not deſigned to be indepen- 
dent of another. If we walk alone, we feel the 
whole weight of our calamities; by indulging 
gloomy reflections we magnify and become leſs 
able to bear them.; but 'tis friendſhip makes 
our burdens light. So far ſhall we be from in- 
creaſing our ſorrows by ſharing thoſe of others, 
that, by the very attempt to relieve them, as well 
as by their ſympathy with us, our own will be 
alleviated. When the ſoul is overwhelmed with 
diſtreſs, how encouraging the affectionate prayers 
and condolence of fellow-chriſtians ! But affliftion 
falls with redoubled weight upon him who appre- 
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hends that none careth for his ſoul, whoſe ſituation 
is like that of the Pſalmiſt, Lover and friend haſt 
thou put far trom me, and mine acquaintance into 
darkneſs.” We then ſtand in particular need of 
one to comfort us, and to ſtay our ſinking ſpirits. 

You cannot but recolle& the remarkable words 
of the prophet Malachi, in a time of great diſ- 
couragement ; iniquity abounded, and God was 
evidently about to ſhower down his awtul judg- 
ments on the Jewiſh people; © Then they that 
teared the Lord ſpake often one to another, and 
the Lord hearkened and heard, and a book of re- 
membrance was written for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his name.“ Go you 
and do likewiſe. This will be the moſt effectual 
way of fortifying the mind, amidſt domeſtic trials, 
and under public calamities. 

Finally; Conſider chriſtian communion as a 
preparative for the heavenly world. If we have fel- 
lowſhip with God and his people on earth, it is 
evidential that we ſhall dwell with them for ever 
in glory. Heaven will be the conſummation of 
what is begun on earth. Faith will there be 
changed into ſight, hope into complete fruition z 
but love to God and his people ſhall continue 
through the countleſs ages of eternity. | 

The friendſhip of the world, however pleaſing; 
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mood See 
for the time, muſt inevitably be of ſhort duration ; 
if not interrupted by ſome untoward circumſtance, 


which is often the caſe, death will certainly put a 


final period to it; and O, what language can de- 
ſcribe the anguiſh of a final ſeparation ; to part, 
never, never more to meet! The very thought of 
it is enough to make the mind recoil with horror. 
Learn then to form ſuch connections as will not 
only afford preſent gratification, but be moſt laſting 
in their duration. In this reſpett it muſt be al- 
lowed that the chriſtian has incomparably the ad- 
vantage of all others. We will not merely ſay that 
chriſtian friendſhip is mer permanent than any 
other; we aſſert it, and the conſcience of the moſt 
hardened ſinner muſt confirm the truth, that it is the 
only permanent one. It is not confined to the nar- 
row bounds of mortal exiſtence, it looks beyond 
death and the grave, to the period when it ſhall be 
ripened to perfection. With what compoſure, 
therefore, may the dying chriſtian take leave of 
thoſe, who, in this life, have been moſt endeared 
to him. I am about-to be ſeparated from you, 
but forrow not as thoſe that have no hope; we 
ſhall preſently meet again, never more to part. I 
go to join the ſociety of patriarchs and prophets; 
I ſhall there ſee my friends who are gone before 
me, and there we ſhall wait for your arrival — 
There 
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There we ſhall review all the way that God has 
led us in the wilderneſs, to humble us, and prove 


us, and know what. was in our hearts.” Such 
have often been the reflections of good men in the 


proſpect of death. 

Various figures are uſed in ſcripture; to ſet forth» 
to our feeble conceptions the nature of the heavenly 
ſtate, and its appropriate  enjoyments. Moſt of 
them convey the idea, that the happineſs of heaven 
will be heightened by the holy ſociety of the innu- 
merable company ot angels, and of the fpirits of juſt 
men made perfect. The, inhabitants are called 
citizens; thoſe that yet remain in the world are 
ſellow-citizens with them. Saints on earth, and 
ſaints in heaven, all belong to the ſame family; 
this the apoſtle ſtrongly intimates, when he ſays, 
ſpeaking of Chriſt, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and on earth is named.“ How exalted the 
character of all true chriſtians! They belong, even 
whilſt on earth, to the heavenly family. They are 
brought to Chriſt here, that they may be prepared 
for the pleaſures and employments of a more ex- 
alted ſtate of exiſtence. Do you wiſh to realize 
and anticipate thoſe pleaſures and employments ? 
aſſociate with thole whom you there hope to 
join. Be ye followers of them, who through faith 


and patience. inherit the promiſes. The ſeparation 
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is but ſlight; ſoon ſhall we quit theſe lower ſkies, 
to live the lite of angels, (O tranſport) and of 
men Such are the advantages of chriſtian 
communion. God grant that you may value them 
as you ought to do, and experience a growing ac— 
quaintance with them! 

We ſhall now proceed, as was propoſed, to 
mention ſome of the means of promoting chrijtian 
communion. It, brethren, you are properly ſen- 
ſible of your obligations to this duty, and of the 
benefits that may be derived from it, you will con- 


ſider this laſt part of our ſubject as peculiarly in- 


tereſting. 
Let us labour to have our minds impreſſed with a 


fenſe of the importance of religion. If you ac- 


cuſtom yourſelves to attend to it merely in a ſpecu- 
lative, ſuperficial manner, or if your hearts are 
divided between God and the world, it 1s not 
likely that you will have a proper value for the 
ſociety of good men. Indifference to religion will 
manifeſt itſelf by indifference to the profeſſors of 
it as fuch. You will, while in this ſtate of mind, 
feel little or no regret at leaving the company of 
thoſe, whoſe fervor of ſpirit condemns your own 
lukewarmneſs, and whoſe converſation turns prin- 
cipally on ſubjeéts in which you are not ſufh. 


ciently intereſted, But if you are duly ſenſible of 


the 
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the worth of the ſou], and the vaſt importance of 
religion, you will long for opportunities of ſocial 
intercourſe, and the concern you feel reſpefting 
your own beſt intereſts will awaken a ſolicitude 
reſpecting others. Such views of religion will 
have a tendency to detach the mind from the world 
at large, and to unite you in affeftion with thoſe 
whoſe purſuits and enjoyments reſemble your own. 
They will inſpire a holy jealouſy with reſpe& to 
the cauſe of God in the world. For your brethren 
and companions” ſakes, you will devoutly pray, 
that Zion may be favoured with peace and proſ- 
perity. 

Study then the nature of chriſtianity; you wall 
thus learn its ſuperior excellency, as comprehend- 
ing all that is truly worthy the attention and purſuit 
of an immortal ſpirit. Should it not warm our 


hearts, and influence thoſe of us who have expe- 


riencedits power to cleave to one another with full 
purpoſe of mind! 

The habitual negle& of chriſtian communion is 
one of the ſtrongeſt indications of a lukewarm 
ſpirit ; but, on the contrary, if you continue ſted- 
faſt in the doctrine of Chriſt, it will evidence it- 
ſelf by ſtedfaſtneſs in * fellowſhip with the 
ſaints. 

Let us pray, that 6 the love of God may be ſhed 
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abroad in our hearts, Wherever this exiſts it will 
not remain a latent principle in the breaſt, but will 
diffuſe its influence all around, Though God 
himſelf will be the primary object of it, as the 
moſt amiable of all beings, it will extend itſelf to 
thoſe who bear his image. If therefore you are 
ſaying, in the language of devout affettion, — 
** Whom have I in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth I deſire in compariſon of thee !* 
you will, in the exerciſe of the ſame ſpirit, 
eſteem the ſaints the excellent of the earth, and 
your delight will be in them. If you love him 
that begat, you will love thoſe alſo that are be- 
gotten of him. Love to God is the life of chriſtian 
communion ; it is the moſt perfect bond that can 
unite our hearts together. Love humanizes the 
foul; it inſpires generous and tender ſentiments; 
it renders our duty pleaſant ; ſo that thoſe exerciſes, 
which the formal, lifeleſs profeffor conſiders a tire- 
ſome taſk, are eſteemed invaluable privileges. 

Let us cultivate thoſe tempers and diſpoſitions 
which our divine Maſter exemplified, and which he 
enjoined upon his followers. Many of theſe, we 
have already ſeen, have reſpe& to chriſtians in their 
ſocial capacity. Humility, in particular, ought to 
be diffuſed through the whole character. It is ne- 
ce ſſary to exerciſe it on ſo many occaſions, that 

we 
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we ought to be clothed with it as with a garment. 

Nothing can be more injurious to ſocial religion 
than a proud, haughty ſpirit. Pride leads a man 
to think more highly of himſelf than he ought to 
think; it infatuates him to ſuch a degree, as to 
fill him with the idea that he himſelf ought, on all 
occaſions, to be gratified; but humility will draw 
off our attention from ourſelves, and make us ſo- 
licitous reſpecting the comfort and happineſs of 
thoſe with whom we are connected. Inſtead of 
dwelling upon the failings of others, it will teach 
us to ſtudy our own beſetting ſins, and we ſhall 
thus guard againſt thoſe weakneſſes which, in any 
degree, unfit us for communion with good men, 
O that more of this lowly ſpirit were evident 
amongſt us! Were this the caſe, many of thoſe 
breaches which take place in chriſtian ſocieties 
might quickly be healed. 

The profeſſors ot religion are often deceived as 
to the motives of their conduct in withdrawing 
from the ſociety of their fellow- chriſtians. Plauſi. 
ble excuſes are ſeldom wanting; but the oſtenſible 
reaſons are often very different from thoſe that 
really actuate the mind. Upon examination, 
ſhall we not frequently find, that the want of 
a humble ſpirit is the principal cauſe ? Pride 
W the moſt inſignificant circumſtances into 

grounds 
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grounds of offence. Matters in themſelves the mo 
trifling are conſidered as ſufhcient cauſes of ſepara- 
tion; and thus the pleaſures and advantages of 
chriſtian communion are relinquiſhed, for the gra- 
tification of this fooliſh paſſion. But the humble 
chriſtian, rather than give offence to others, or 
occalion a breach of communion, will, where 
conſcience 1s not concerned, be ready to make 
conſiderable ſacrifices; ſenſible of the value ot 
peace, he will ſeek and purſue it by all proper 
methods. Whilſt in lowlineſs of mind he eſteems 
others better than himſelf, he will /ubmit to them 
in the fear of God. Humility is a virtue of ſuch 
ſuperlative excellence, that wherever it is found, 
a train of happy graces accompany it, and, in par- 
ticular, that charity which ſuffereth long, and is 
kind, which envieth not, which ſeeketh not her 
own, and thinketh no evil. It is eſſential to the 
character of a diſciple of Chriſt, and to the exiſt- 
ence of chriſtian communion, If our tempers 
are naturally irritable, it will reſtrain their impe- 
tuoſity; if we are moroſe and auſtere, it will in- 
ſpire meekneſs and gentleneſs; if we have been 
miſtaken in any reſpect, this amiable ſpirit will in- 
duce us to make all proper conceſſions; or, if an 
offending brother manifeſt repentance, it will ſhew 
us that we ourſelves are liable to be drawn aſide, 
and 
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and that we are bound by the law of Chriſt to for- 
give him, 

The ideas here ſuggeſted are loan, and perhaps 
ſome may think it unneceſſary to inſiſt ſo much 
upon them ; but, let it be remembered, that, where 
theſe diſpoſitions are not found and evidenced, all 
attempts to promote chriſtian communion will be 
ineffeftual. Examine then what manner of ſpirit 
you are of. Study the example of our divine 
Lord and Maſter; the more you reſemble him. 
the more capable you will be of enjoying the plea- 
ſures of chriſtian fellowſhip. Put off anger, wrath, 
malice, envy, and put on, as the ele& of God, 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercy, kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuffering : 
theſe are ornaments which are, in the ſight of God, 
of great price. | 

Let us be diligent in attending to religious 
tunities, whether of a public or more private nature. 
The public worſhip of God has, in all ages, been 
a happy means not only of converting the ſoul, but 
of uniting chriſtians together. Their mingled 
vows, their joint ſupplications and praiſes have 
often made their communion ſweet, ſo that they 
would have been willing even to become door- 
keepers in the houſe of God, rather than dwell in 
the tents of wickedneſs. The very idea of thus 
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engaging unitedly in the exerciſes' of religion is an 
endearing circumſtance. But how do you injure 
your own ſouls, weaken the hands and diſcourage 
the hearts of others, by abſenting yourſelves, on 
trifling- excuſes, from theſe public ordinances ! 
Every negle& in this way, unleſs. abſolute ne- 
ceſſity require it, is a breach of chriſtian fellow- 
ſhip, and is, in its conſequences, highly preju- 


dicial to the intereſts of religion; it argues indif— 


ference of mind both to the employment and the 
company. As you wiſh then to promote chriſtian 
communion, dare not to abſent yourſelves from the 
public worſhip of God. Forſake not the aſſem- 


bling of yourſelves together, as the manner of ſome: 


is, but exhort one another daily, while it is called 
to-day.” 

The effe&t produced by public worſhip upon ſo- 
ciety in general, is greater than we are ready to 
apprehend. Without it there would be little even: 
of the appearance of religion, much lefs of chriſtian 
communion in the world. In a regular attendance: 
on the means of grace, chriſtians from diſtant 
places have opportunities of meeting with each 
other, which they could not otherwiſe enjoy. 
They unite together in the place where: God has 
promiſed to manifeſt himſelf to them; they feel a 
mutual- ſympathy, and —_ they. may. not 
have. 
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have an opportunity of expreſſing their ſenti- 
ments, they often participate in each others emo- 
tions. ha 
The ordinance of the. Lord's ſupper is peeuliarly 
adapted to promote union among chriſtians. It 
was inſtituted by our bleſſed Saviour, juſt before the 
period of his laſt ſufferings, - when he was about to 


be ſeparated from his diſciples. No inſtitution 


could have been better calculated to keep in our 
minds a grateful recolleQion ot the love of Chriſt 
to us, and to inſpire love to one another. 

Hard muſt be the heart of that man, who can 
regularly attend to this ordinance, without feeling 


bis affection for Chriſt and his people increaſed 


and confirmed. It is one of the moſt elevated 
acts of communion of which we are capable in this 
world. We here declare, that we believe in the 
ſame Saviour for the remiſhon of ſins, that we de- 
pend on the ſame promiſes, that we belong to the 
ſame family, that our hopes and wiſhes are the 
ſame; we conſider it as a foretaſte of that bliſsful 
period, when we hope to fit down together, and 
drink the wine new in our Father's kingdom,— 
Here our ſenſe aſſiſts our faith, and brings eternal 
glories near. | 

It is evident from what the apoſtle . Paul ſays 


concerning this ordinance, that he conſidered it as 


pe- 
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peculiarly congenial with the ſpirit of chriſtian 
communion. * Let us therefore keep the feaſt, not 
with the old leaven, neither with the leaven of ma- 
lice and wickedneſs, but with the unleavened bread 
of ſincerity and truth.” 

Social prayer likewiſe is uſeful in uniting the 
Hearts of good men. When we aſſemble for this 
exerciſe, we intimate that we feel a regard not 
only for ourſelves, but for others. We make each 
others requeſts and complaints, joys and ſorrows, 
our own. We come to the divine throne as chil- 
dren to a common father; we aſk mercies, not for 
-ourſelves only, but for others alſo; and in thus 
pleading for each other, we prove to ourſelves and 
others, that we have communion together. Where 
meetings for prayer have been ſtatedly obſerved, 
they have generally been productive of much 
good. They have been a happy prelude to the re- 
vival of religion in the world. Animoſities have 
thus been quelled, backfliders reſtored, the flothful 
rouſed, and the word of God has run and been 
glorified. 

The ſocieties which have lately been formed in 
this kingdom for the ſpread of the goſpel at home 
and abroad, have been the happy means of pro- 
moting and extending chriſtian communion. Many 
have, in this reſpe&, expreſſed uncommon ſatis fac- 

| tion 
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tion in them, and conſidered them as affording a 
preſent reward. Theſe benevolent deſigns have a 
tendency to baniſh from the breaſt thoſe diſpoſi- 
tions which are moſt inimical to friendly inter- 
courſe, and to fire the ſoul with generous ardour 
and elevated ſentiments. How much more worthy 
the attention of an immortal ſpirit are theſe purſuits, 
than thoſe contentions which too often diſturb the 
peace of chriſtian ſocieties, and bring diſcredit upon 
religion! Let us not only pray that ſucceſs may 
attend theſe laudable attempts, but alſo be willing, 
as far as lies in our power, to aſſiſt in this noble 
work. It is, chriſtians, one way of . expreſſing 
your love to Chriſt and his cauſe; and you cannot 
engage in it, with proper motives, without feeling 
your love to each other confirmed. 

Permit me, as another means of promoting chriſ- 
tian communion, to recommend Mutual Confidence.— 
Without a degree of this, there can be little ſatis- 
faction either in civil or religious ſociety ; we ſhall 
neither be happy ourſelves, nor ſhall we be able to 
endear ourſelves to others. When the Pſalmiſt 
Aſapli was in ſo uncomfortable a ſtate of mind, as 
to conclude “ that all men were liars,” he could 
have little or no ſatis faction in ſociety. 

In early youth, while inexperienced in the ways 


of men, we are apt to expect too much from them; 
E we 
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we ſometimes place our confidence upon improper 
objects, and are painfully deceived. Theſe diſap- 
pointments, which we meet with from mankind, 
{ſhould certainly teach us to be cautious; but when 
this caution is carried ſo far as to make us diftruſt- 
ful of every one, and to ſhut up the bowels of 
tenderneſs, it will imbitter life itſelf to us, and, 
in particular, incapacitate us for enjoying chrif- 
tian communion, If you give others reaſon to 
think that you place no confidence in them, you 
cannot, in return, expett to ſhare their friendſhip. 
Whilſt, therefore, you are careful to demean your- 
ſelves, ſo as not to dread a diſcloſure of your 
words and actions, let ſincerity, uprightneſs and 
ſimplicity mark your conduct. The greateſt de- 
ceivers muſt reſpect theſe virtues in others. The 
lip of truth ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever, whilſt a 
lying tongue is but for a moment.” Let it be your 
concern to behave yourſelves ſo in the ſight of 
God and man, that you may be enabled to ſay, 
This is our rejoicing, the teſtimony of our con- 
icience, that, in ſimplicity and godly ſincerity, we 
have had our converſation in the world, and more 
abundantly to you-ward.” 

Without that mutual confidence which we are 
now recommending, communion, either amongſt 
men in general, or amongſt chriſtians, will be but an 


empty 


COMMUNION. | 53 


33 
empty name. If, by means of free communication, 
we are not acquainted, in ſome degree, with the 
ſituation of our fellow-chriſtians, we ſhall not be 
able to feel that intereſt in their welfare which we 
otherwiſe ſhould ; we cannot pray for them ſo fer- 
vently, and ſo ſuitably; we cannot be ſo uſeful 
in warning or comforting, as the caſe requires. 
Though, as chriſtians, we ought not to place too 


much reliance on particular frames of mind, yet 
if we have laboured under the preſſure of heavy 


trials, and afterwards. found deiiverance, ſhould 
theſe inſtances of reſtoring mercy be paſſed by un- 
noticed? or if God is pleaſed to revive his work 
in our ſouls, and grant us peculiar conſolation, 
ſhall we not acknowledge to others his goodneſs 
to us? Should we not, with the pſalmiſt David, 
ſay, Come and hear, all ye that fear God, and 

I will tell you what he hath done for my foul.” 
Of all the duties incumbent upon us, in our 
ſocial connections, there is none perhaps more 
difficult than to give and receive reproof in a pro- 
per manner; yet it is an act of that confidence 
which we ought to exerciſe one towards another. 
Are you called to this painful but neceſſary 
work, let it be done in the ſpirit of meekneſs. 
Tell your brother of his fault between you and him 
alone. Endeavour, by your manner, to convince 
of os him, 
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him, that you are influenced by a ſincere regard 
for his welfare; that therefore he ought to receive 
it as an expreſſion of your love. If you yourſelf. 
are the object of reproof, be not haſty in imputing 
it to improper motives. Conſider, that when given 
in a chriſtian ſpirit, it is one of the greateſt acts of 
kindneſs. * Faithful are the wounds of a friend, 
but the kiſſes of an enemy are deceitful.“ 

Beware of giving way to ſuſpicion, or liſtening 
to the baſe inſinuations of whiſperers and back- 
biters. They are deſervedly ranked in ſcripture 
amongſt the worſt of mankind. There were, as 
it appears from ſeveral of the epiſtles, perſons of 
this deſcription in the primitive churches; and 
they have, in every ſucceeding age, been the in- 
ſtruments of Satan, in ſowing animoſity and 
diſſention among chriſtians. By ſuch perſons the 
moſt inſignificant expreſſions or actions are miſre- 
preſented, and confidence is deſtroyed. Let it be 
your fixed determination, not to liſten to their in- 
ſinuations. Cheriſh a favourable opinion of others, 
till you have ſufficient reaſon for the contrary; 
and receive not an accuſation againſt a brother, 
unleſs you have undeniable evidence of its truth. 


If we wiſh to maintain chriſhan communion, we 
muſt ſhew mutual forbearance. In all our connec- 
tions with mankind, whether civil or religious, 


this 
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chis ought to be the caſe, otherwiſe they will not be 
of long duration. If we partake of the benefits of 
ſociety, we ſhould be willing alſo to ſubmit to its 
eſtabliſhed regulations; one of which 1s, to bear, 
and forbear. Where all have an equal right to 
think and act for themſelves, it is unreaſonable to 
expect, that every thing ſhould be entirely con- 
formable to our own views and diſpoſitions. 
Forbearance is neceſſary with reſpe& to matters 
of judgment and practice. Our conceptions, on 
many ſubje&s, are very confuſed, After all our 
reſearches, we muſt remain, in the preſent ſtate, im- 
perfectly acquainted with many ſublime doctrines of 
religion ; at beſt, we know but in part; we ſee, 
as through a glaſs, darkly. Difference of intellects 
and of education will have their influence, in cauſ- 
ing diverſity of ſentiment. In religious ſocieties 
there are generally ſome young, inexperienced chriſ- 
ſtians; others of maturer age and experience; ſome 
of weak capacity; others of ſtrong, manly ſenſe; 
ſome who have little deſire after an increaſe of know. 
ledge, being governed by deep-rooted prejudices ; 
others who feel a generous ardour after truth, and 
long to drink deeper into the myſteries of grace. 
It cannot reaſonably be expected that the ideas of 


theſe different characters ſhould exactly correſpond. 


Though _ may agree as to the eſſentials of chriſ- 
tianity, 
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tianity, they will differ as to matters of leſs mo- 
ment. Many attempts have been made, through 
ſucceſſive ages, to enforce uniformity of ſenti- 
ment, and implicit faith. Monarchs have exerted 
their temporal authority, and deluged the nations 
with blood, for no other end but this: popes have 
thundered out their eccleſiaſtical decrees; councils 
and ſynods have been aſſembled; caſuiſts have la- 
boured to build their own ſyſtems on the ruins of 
all others; they have fondly perſuaded themſelves 
that their arguments muſt ſtrike conviftion on every 
mind, and that none would again dare to oppoſe 
what they have eſtabliſhed as truth; but all theſe 
efforts have proved ineffectual. * es 
As we cannot therefore all ſee alike, what me- 
thod ſhall we adopt? Shall we wage perpetual war 


about 


* The emperor Charles V. had been, in the former 
Part of his life, a violent perſecutor of the Proteſtants; 
he had laboured, by all the means in his power, to 
_ enforce an uniform ſyſtem of belief amongſt all his 

ſubjects. He reſigned his crown towards the cloſe of 
his life, and * himſelf, in his retirement, with 
different branches of mechanics, and, among the reſt, 
with clock-work. He uſed every expedient. he could 
deviſe to make his clocks go exactly alike, but found 
it impoſſible. This lead him to reflect, with a mix- 
ture of ſurprize and regret, on his own folly, in hav- 
ing beſtowed ſo much time and labour on the more 
vain attempt of bringing mankind to a preciſe uni- 
formity, concerning the myſterious doQrines of 
chriſtianity, 
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about words to no profit? Shall we raſhly cen- 
ſure all who do not, in every reſpett, come up 
to our own ſtandard ? Shall we arrogate to our- 
ſelves the claim of infallibility, and impoſe our 
conſciences on other men? God forbid that we 
ſhoald manifeſt a ſpirit ſo oppoſite to the gentus 
of chriſtianity, and ſo ſubverſive of chriſtian com- 
munion! * Judge not that ye be not judged” is 
the command of our divine Maſter. Do not con- 
demn with harſhneſs; but, according to the apoſ- 
tolic exhortation, forbear one another in love.” 
Learn to reſpett the rights of private judgment; 
that, where unity of opinion cannot be obtained, 
you may preſerve the unity of the ſpirit in the bond 
of peace. 

We are far from wiſhing to diſcourage a proper 
diſcuſſion of religious ſubjects; if carried on with 
temper and moderation, it is highly ſerviceable in 
diſpelling the darkneſs of ignorance, and endears 
chriſtians to one another; but whilſt you are firm 
in your adherence to what you conceive to be 
truth, and honeſtly endeavour to convince others 
of their errors, be watchful over yourſelves, leſt 
you ſhould loſe fight of your firſt object, and by 
giving way to a ſpirit of contention, tear aſunder 
the bonds of chriſtian affection. We ought eſpe- 
cially to treat the ſcrupulous conſciences of our 

| brethren 
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brethren with tenderneſs and forbearance. Him 
that is weak in the faith, ſays the apoſtle, re. 
ceive ye, but not to doubtful diſputations. Ye 
chat are ſtrong ought to bear the infirmities of the 
weak, and not to pleaſe yourſelves.” We can- 
not better enforce this than by the example of the 
apoſtle himſelf. He was ready to do his utmoſt, 
on all occaſions, to engage the ſouls of men to 
Chriſt, and to promote harmony. He was willing 
to ſubmit to any perſonal inconvenience to attain 
this end. Not only did he bear with the ſeru- 
pulous, as to their own conduct, but he declared, 
that, rather than give vffence, he would deny him- 
ſelf in what he deemed innocent. | 

But forbearance ought to be exerciſed not only 
with reſpe& to differences in judgment; it is ne- 
ceſſary in a practical view. It is a truth too plain 
to need any additional proof, that the beſt of men 
have many imperfections. As our knowledge is 
imperfect, ſo likewiſe are our graces; and though 
we ought not to connive at {in in our brethren, yet 
whilſt we ſee them ſtruggling with their beſetting 
weakneſſes, and endeavouring to overcome them, 
we ſhould, knowing that we are alſo in the body, 
temper the ſeverity of reproof by that charity which 
covereth a multitude of ſins. 


There 


flections for friendly admonitions. Without mak- 


not had an opportunity of informing themſelves bet- 


whether the prevalence of ſuch a ſpirit is not in- 
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There are, in many ſocieties of can per- 
ſons of narrow, contradted minds, who ſet up their 
own outward deportment as the ſtandard of pro- 
priety, and who claim the excluſive privilege of 
cenſuring all others. They miſtake illiberal re- 


ing any allowance for difference of ſituation or 
connections, they conſider every deviation from 
their own manners as a criminal conformity to the 
world. Such perſons may be entitled to that for- 
bearance they refuſe to others, ſo far as they have 


ter; but it would be well for them to examine into 
the genuine motives of their conduct, and to inquire 


jurious to that. communion which they are pro- 
feſſedly endeavouring to promote. 
Let us often look forward to the end of life, and 
endeavour to realize the glories of the invifable world. 
This will have a happy tendency to ſupport our 
minds amidſt the diſcouragements we meet with, 
ariſing from the imperfections we feel in our- 
ſelves, and ſee in others. How pleaſing, how 
animating the thought, that, when we leave this 
world, fin will no longer imbitter our ſocial enjoy- 
ments! The work of ſanRtification will then be 
completed. The cleareſt diſcoveries of divine 

truth 
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truth will * beam upon the ſoul, and as the cor- 
ruptions of our nature will be all done away, diſ- 
cord will for ever ceaſe. 

Finally, then, my brethren, be TY be of 
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace: and 
the God of love and peace ſhall be with you. — 
Amen. | 


